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Services of  Public Worship: 
   
Every Sunday at 11. a.m. 
 
 
A short service  is also held on the first Sunday of  each month 

at 9.30 a.m. and on Wednesdays at 12.10 p.m. 

Minister:     
     The Rev. Barbara Ann Sweetin B.D. 
 
     The Manse 
 
     Lour Road 
 
     Forfar DD8 2BB 
 
     Tel: 01307 248228 
 
     E-mail: barbara.ann17@talktalk.net 
 

Web Site: www.thebigkirk.co.uk 
 
Scottish Charity No. : SC004921  
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February 2012 
Dear Friends 

 
A happy and peaceful 2012 to you all!  Can you believe that we are once again 
into a New Year!  Where has the time gone!  Billy and I have been with you in 
Forfar for a year now – a year!!! (Alright – I know some of  you think it is 
much, much longer than that)  Over the year in East and Old we have seen 
many changes; alterations to the building and pews, increased offerings, in-
creased expenditure, new life in the church with births, baptisms, weddings and 
new members but also the loss of  loved ones.  We took a long hard look at the 
roll and membership of  the church and sent out letters asking some of  our 
members if  they were still interested in being a member – our roll came down 
by over 200 people, we also took a hard look at the WFO Envelopes and man-
aged to cut back on the amount we ordered by some people moving over to 
standing orders and if  members had not used their envelopes in a year they 
were not re-ordered; meetings, meetings and more meetings, food and drink, 
events, socialising but most of  all the continuation of  worshipping and praising 
God in so many different ways. 
Time was the theme that I used in the New Year’s Day morning worship with 
the reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1-13.  After the reading the congregation read 
together aloud a ‘statement of  faith’ for the New Year.   
 
Leader: We believe 
 
All: There is a time to proclaim God’s justice and a time to work for it.  A 
time to protest for peace and a time to live in it.  A time to preach the 
Good News and a time to practice it.  And a time to choose. 
 
Leader: We believe 
 
All: There is a time to speak out for God and a time to listen in to God.  
A time to share with the world and a time to be angry at it.  A time to 
harvest the land and a time for jubilee.  And a time to choose. 
 
Leader: We believe 
 
All: There is a time to hesitate and a time to follow.  A time to be busy 
and a time to be still.  A time to shout and a time to be silenced with dis-
belief.  And a time to choose. 
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Leader: We believe 
 
All: There is a time to forgive and a time to be forgiven. A time to believe 
and a time to doubt.  A time for creeds and a time for doing.  And a time to 
choose. 
 
Leader: We believe 
 
All: There is a time to celebrate God and a time to wait on God.  A time to 
linger with Jesus and a time to move on with Jesus.  A time to dance with 
the Spirit and a time to conspire with the Spirit.  And a time to choose. 
We believe. 
 
Sometimes we get bogged down with all the conflicting details of  our own lives 
and our own challenges, we sometimes feel that our lives are out of  control but as 
this passage in Ecclesiastes and statement of  faith both say – God has made eve-
rything to suit its time.  God is inviting us to have hope, he is encouraging us, he is 
inviting us not just to be passive spectators watching from the side lines but to be 
active participants in his creation, taking hold of  situations, both within and be-
yond our control, that we might face up to them.  A New Year, with all its new 
possibilities, offers many of  us the chance to re-evaluate, to step back and look at 
our lives and see where we are going now and what we are doing now.  
  
East and Old Church, Session and Board, will be doing the same thing with the 
church buildings, church membership and church finances.  So is this your time to 
help and serve in the church – because the church needs YOU!!!  We are looking 
for names of  people who may consider becoming members of  the Congrega-
tional Board, who may consider becoming an elder and serve on the Kirk Session, 
we are looking for people to visit housebound and elderly people in their homes – 
is that YOU? 
 
Every blessing to you all 
 
Barbara Ann 
 
 
P.S. A few days after writing this letter I was speaking to two of  our new members 
who joined us last year – they read in the last edition of  the Steeple Times and 
also in the notice sheet on a Sunday morning that we needed people to visit the 
sick and elderly – they have offered their services which I gratefully received.  God 
works in mysterious ways.  
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

Mid November saw the continuation of  the wine and nibbles evening at the 
manse.  The next invitations will be going out soon . If  you have been invited be-
fore and were unable to make it, please just phone Aileen McKenzie (464836 ) or 
Barbara Ann (248228) and let them know you would like to come to the next one.  

The December wine and nibbles was particularly busy with nearly 50 peo-
ple in the manse, but what a good night it turned out to be.  Barbara Ann 
was super organised and had her three Christmas Trees up to make the 
night a bit more festive!!!  Please come along if  you are invited – there is 
no hidden agenda other than Barbara Ann and Billy getting to know you 

better and for you to get to know Barbara Ann and Billy too. 

—————————————————————————— 
The 20th November saw the Guild members taking the service with Barbara Ann 
doing the dedication section.  The Guild of  East & Old do a wonderful 
job within our church and within our community as well as huge amount 
of  fundraising.  The church was delighted to find out in December that 
the Guild had donated £750 to our improvement fund – thank you very 
much ladies and gentlemen.  The same evening saw the three local Guilds 
of  East and Old, St Margaret’s and Lowson memorial come together for a ‘Songs 
of  Praise’ evening.  The evening was well attended with ‘Spectrum’ providing the 
entertainment.  

—————————————————————————— 
Towards the end of  November some members of  the congregation heard that the 
Homeless Unit in Forfar was running out of  food because there appeared to be 
some hiccup in the people receiving their payments that week.  Barbara Ann put 
out a plea on the Sunday asking for people to bring in donations of  food over the 
next three days – and East & Old members and friends responded very well in-
deed with Barbara Ann and Billy taking over 20 carrier bags of  food to the home-
less unit – so thank you very much to all who contributed.  Please remember to 
keep the food parcels coming because we are still giving to the Salvation Army 
nearly every week as well. 

—————————————————————————— 
The switching on of  the Christmas lights in the town centre took place on a very 

blustery (gale force) night.  For those who turned out it proved very 
festive indeed with carol singing, the lights going on and Santa arriving.  
Christmas was on its way!!!   

 
The same evening 30 minutes later East & Old hosted their bible study evening 
which was relatively well attended given the weather conditions that evening.  A 
lively discussion took place with most people contributing to the topic under dis-
cussion 

—————————————————————————— 
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The 26th November saw the renewal evening of  ‘Friends of  East and 
Old’ along with a Scottish Concert and lots to eat and drink as well.  
The programme was varied and very enjoyable and a nice tidy sum was 

raised too.  If  you are not a ‘Friend of  East and Old’ please consider joining us.  It 
is only £10 a year or £150 for life time membership and all the proceeds 

really help in the running and the life of  the church. 
————————————————————— 

 
The next day was the start of  Advent and Barbara Ann was having a 
great time.  The theme Barbara Ann is working on from the beginning 
of  Advent right through to the beginning of  Lent is ‘Light’.  By the 
time we got to Christmas there was over 100 candles lit in the church 
and on the Christingle evening add another 400 to this!!!  And of  course 
advent wouldn’t be advent without Barbara Ann giving the children chocolate as 
they were leaving for their time in the church hall. 

—————————————————————— 
 

The first three Thursday’s in December saw Barbara Ann running and 
hosting Advent Bible Studies in the Manse.  These were well attended 
with a few new people coming along to them and saw various people 
and places in the nativity story being discussed and dissected along 

with Barbara Ann challenging everyone about what they do, how they do it, why 
they do it etc. 

—————————————————————— 
 
At the end of  November and beginning of  December the invisible 
workers were at it again.  These invisible workers do a fantastic job in 
the church because no one sees them doing anything and yet magically 
every time there is an event, or chairs and tables need moved – things 
are magically done – and this time was no different.  All of  a sudden 
the church had the most beautiful 25ft Christmas Tree that was decorated with 
lights, tinsel and baubles.  It was stunning – thank you to the invisible workers!!! 

 
At the same time as the tree went up the flower ladies decided to add 
even more to the church in the form of  ivy around the pillars, gar-
lands at the pulpit that had lights through them and a host of  decora-
tions.   
 

Have you noticed that each week there is a beautiful new arrangement just outside 
the vestry door in the entrance hall?  This arrangement is often stunning – please 
remember to take a look.  

————————————————————— 
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In the evening of  the 4th December we saw the very first Church Concert.  And 
what a great evening it was! 

  
The acts were all members and friends of  East and Old and varied from 
poetry, to dancing, to singing, to acting.  The fairy who sits at the top of  
the tree was a big hit along with all the dancing that the children did as 
well. 

 
Who would have thought that someone didn’t know that the music at day 5 in the 
twelve days of  Christmas changed!!!  It made it all the funnier though alongside 
Doug Robertson (6 geese a-laying) laying an egg.   
 
Thank you to everyone who took part and also to those who came along to watch 
and enjoy themselves.  This was not meant to be a fund raiser but it raised £350. 

—————————————————————— 
Wednesday 7th saw the Ladies group going out for their Christ-
mas meal.  We seem to have settled on attending the Queen Street 
Tavern each month now, with the service and staff  being extremely 
good.  The food and the company on the night were excellent with nearly 30 peo-
ple being there. 

—————————————————————— 
Barbara Ann has been going into Chimes Playgroup once a month to 
tell them a bible story and in December it was of  course the nativity 
story.  The children listened well and even acted out a few of  the parts.  
At the end they sang ‘Away in a Manger’ to Barbara Ann.  Barbara Ann 
was then invited back to see the children in their Christmas Concert 
along with some of  the members of  the liaison group.  The children 

were very good and even though some of  the songs were old favourites, they sang 
new words to them. 

—————————————————————— 
 
Saturday 10th December Barbara Ann was invited by the Groovy 
Gryphons to the pantomime in Kirriemuir to see ‘Aladdin’.  It was so 
good and so funny and everyone had a great time.  The ice-cream was 
especially nice!!! 

—————————————————————— 
Sunday 11th December saw many of  East and Old’s members attend 
the Salvation Army Band Concert in Lowson memorial.  It was a 
great evening with some wonderful music both old and new alike and 
we look forward to seeing them on 9th December 2012 – put the date 

in your diary!!! 
—————————————————————— 
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Sunday 18th December was an extremely busy day.  The nativity service in the 
morning, the nine lessons and carols in the afternoon and the Forfar’s Big Sing in 
the evening.  The nativity service was very good with the children working hard to 
get everything right and families making up the outfits.  You could hear the chil-
dren well and their singing was very good indeed.  
 
After the children’s nativity Bob Kidd dressed as an angel told the nativity story 
from Angel Gabriel’s perspective.  It certainly added to the service that day – well 
done Angel Boab!!!   
 
The nine lessons and carols was a more reflective service with 9 bi-
ble readings from 9 different people and the 9 carols sung in be-
tween each reading.  This service was well attended and the mince 
pies and mulled wine went down a treat!   

 
90 minutes later saw a good number of  people from East & Old attend ‘Forfar’s 

Big Sing’ in aid of  Christian Aid in St Margaret’s Church.  The organ-
isers from St Margaret’s asked us to supply 7 people to help on the 
evening so a big thank you to Bob Kidd (reader), Matthew Scott and 
Jack Wilson (collectors of  donations), Jean Alexander and Graham 
Scattergood (door duty), Esther Kidd and Gordon Henderson (tea 

duty).  It turned out to be a good night which was once again well attended and 
over £1000 was raised on the night for Christian Aid. 

—————————————————————— 
From Tuesday 20th Dec through to Sunday 25th December Barbara Ann had 9 
services to conduct.  These ranged from the playgroup, primary school, high 
school, sheltered housing, 3 care homes, the Christingle and Christmas day ser-
vices.  Barbara Ann would like to say thank you to all the helpers who come along 
to the care home services and help with the singing, the prayers and readings. 

—————————————————————— 
Thursday and Friday mornings of  the 22nd and 23rd December were set 
aside for Christingle making in the choir room.  Bob Kidd had gone into 
Asda and ordered 300 oranges plus cocktail sticks, raisins, sweets and 
marshmallows (don’t know where he got the red tape).  Asda very kindly 
gave us a £15 discount which we gratefully accepted.  17 people turned 
up to make the Christingles on the Thursday morning and we zoomed through 
them.  It was pretty much none stop (except for the quick tea break and the tasty 
bites) but we finished by 11.45am with all the Christingles made and placed in the 
church.   
A big thank you to all those who took part in making the Christingles and thank 
you to those who turned up on Friday to help to find a note on the door saying 
‘Thanks – but all the hard work has been done!’ 

—————————————————————— 
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The Christingle service on Christmas Eve was very well attended with 400 peo-
ple being there.  Barbara Ann’s service was a mixture of  hymns, stories, readings 
and quite a bit of  fun!!!  The Twelve Days of  Christmas will never be the same 
again and the Top 20 nativity Story was full of  songs from the charts – people 
knew the songs but struggled over who sang them!!!   
 
The retiring offering on the night came to £728 which will be split between Alz-
heimer’s Scotland Angus Branch and the Forfarian Community Bus – thank you 
all for your donations. 

—————————————————————— 
Christmas Day was busier than expected with 70 people being in attendance.  
This was a slightly shorter service than normal and it was great to see children and 
adults alike coming out to the front with their gifts.  The adults were bigger kids 
than the children were!!!  

—————————————————————— 
New Year’s Day –  
 
Barbara Ann has needless to say been involved in a host of  ser-
vices at both the primary school and the high school.  School assemblies are very 
important and Barbara Ann loves interacting with the children.  There were a cou-
ple of  assemblies at the primary school and then the primary school came to the 
church for their Christmas service.  
 
They also put on an infant nativity presentation in school and the P6-7 put on a 
pantomime, ‘Cinderella Rockerfella’ which Barbara Ann attended and really en-
joyed.   
 
Two weeks before Christmas Barbara Ann and Karen Fenwick shared the year as-
semblies at the high school – one service every day for a week!!!  
  
The week of  Christmas Barbara Ann did the ministers slot at the Forfar Academy 
Senior Christmas service with major Jim McCluskey of  the Salvation Army taking 
the junior school assembly 

—————————————————————— 
The Wee Blether continues every Tuesday.  We have our regulars, some people 
who come every once or twice a month, some every now and again and lots of 
people who just pop in.   
 

The week before Christmas Lynne Devine popped in and introduced herself to Barbara 
Ann.  Lynne is standing as an SNP candidate in the local elections this year – we wish her 
the very best.   
 
The donations we receive for the cuppa’s on a Tuesday go into the fund along with the do-
nations from the Sunday tea.  We recently purchased 3 large flasks which will be ideal for 
serving teas and coffees without having to constantly refill kettles and pots. 
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Busy Hands have once again been very busy.  The Advent boards 
looked wonderful in the church and added to the Christmas season.  Busy 
Hands went back to work on the 4th January to change all the boards for 

the Epiphany Season and they are looking fantastic.   
 
Alongside all of  this the members of  Busy Hands knitted approx. 300 red bootee 
socks.  Inside each of  the bootees is a little poem about putting a pound in the 
bootee each month of  the year.  Everyone who was at church on 11th and 18th De-
cember were given a bootee and I mean everyone – it wasn’t one per household 
but one per person.  The idea is that you put £1 coin in the bootee every month 
for a year and at the end of  the year everyone hands back their bootee with £12 in 
it and if  you are a tax payer - the–signed Gift Aid form as well.  All this money 
will be going into our improvement fund.  If  you don’t have a bootee let us know 
and we will gladly give you one to fill!!! 

—————————————————————— 
The Music Café meets every Monday from 2.00pm to 3.15pm.  The 
café is growing in numbers and everyone who attends is having a good 
time.  We asked the participants for some of  their favourite songs and 
our collection is going up and up.  The Music Café is for people who 
have dementia along with their carers.  Singing old and well-loved songs stimulates 
the mind and helps with communication skills for people with dementia.  Did you 
know that ‘Daisy, Daisy, give me your answer do’ has a second verse????  We now 
know it very well indeed!!!  

—————————————————————— 
As a church we have been collecting used stamps for a number of  
years.  Please remember that we are still doing this – although they are 
now situated in the recycling area.   
 

Through collecting used stamps the money gained by this goes to help the ‘Mount 
Olivet Boys’ Home in Jamaica.  This home was established in 1973 for young boys 
who have been abused or neglected.  A number of  churches from all over Scot-
land collect their stamps for this cause and to the end of  October 2011 a total of  
£2331 has been sent this year. 

—————————————————————— 
Jars of  Grace  
 
For those who are still putting their money into the boxes (not jars any-
more) keep on filling them.   
 
At the end of  Lent we will be collecting them in and sending the money off  to 
UNICEF 

—————————————————————— 
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THE RECYCLING AREA in the 
church  is working well with recycling 
containers for stamps, ink cartridges, 

paper, cardboard, textiles and spectacles.   
 
Alongside this we have a table where you can 
recycle your books and magazines.  All the 
books and magazines are in good condition and 
if  you would like to take some items from the 
table just put a donation in the box.  You can 
add to the table too!!!   

FAIRTRADE  
 
Remember that the ‘Fairtrade Stall’ operates every Sun-
day – so support fair trade and stock up on the Fair-
trade goods.  (Coffee, tea, chocolate and much more) 

Happy First Anniversary Happy First Anniversary Happy First Anniversary Happy First Anniversary     
    

Barbara Ann & BillyBarbara Ann & BillyBarbara Ann & BillyBarbara Ann & Billy    
    

As the magazine is going to print Barbara Ann and Billy will As the magazine is going to print Barbara Ann and Billy will As the magazine is going to print Barbara Ann and Billy will As the magazine is going to print Barbara Ann and Billy will 
have been with us for a full year.  Happy 1have been with us for a full year.  Happy 1have been with us for a full year.  Happy 1have been with us for a full year.  Happy 1stststst Anniversary Bar- Anniversary Bar- Anniversary Bar- Anniversary Bar-
bara Ann and we hope the next year will be as fun and action bara Ann and we hope the next year will be as fun and action bara Ann and we hope the next year will be as fun and action bara Ann and we hope the next year will be as fun and action 
packed as the last year!!!packed as the last year!!!packed as the last year!!!packed as the last year!!!    
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WELL PLEASED….. 
And a voice was heard in the wilderness crying out for help. 

And the voice was the voice of the people in the East. 
And the people were afraid as they searched for guidance and some  

wandered afar and did not return to the flock. 
Then a voice was heard calling out of the West, and it was a powerful  
voice, spreading the word of the Lord, and the people were excited and  

prayed this was the one. 
The message was alive in the streets with the people passing the word  
and the word was good. '' The East and Old is getting a new minister  

and he's a wifie''. 
The people were inquisitive and flocked to the church to see and hear  

this disciple from the West. 
AND THE PEOPLE WERE WELL PLEASED 

It is now a year since Barbara Ann came to rescue us and she has  
brought many changes for the better for which we must be eternally  

grateful.   This new year promises 
further exciting moves within the church and these will require help  

from as many in the congregation as possible.   Many are already giving 
of  

their time to help Barbara Ann 
but more will be welcome as we strive to follow in HIS footsteps. 

 
The Church is not the building,   the Church is the people. 
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LOOKI�G FORWARD -DATES FOR YOUR 

Feb 9 2 pm Thur Service 

 9 7.30 pm Thu A Trip to China 

 21 10.30—12 Tues Pancake Tuesday 

 23 2 pm Thurs Service 

 23 7.30 pm Thurs FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

 24 12—1.30 Frid FACT Lent Lunches 

 26 After Church Sun Souper Sunday 

Mar 1 7.30 pm Thu FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

Finavon  Home 

Church Hall 

Church 

Beech Hill Home 

East & O ld     
Session Room 

St Johns Hall 

Church 

East & Old         
Session Room 

 2 12—1.30 Frid St Johns Hall FACT Lent Lunches 

 3 7.30 pm Sat Manse Wine & Nibbles 

 8 2 pm Thur Lochbank  Home Service 

 8 7.30 pm Thurs East & O ld     
Session Room 

FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

 9 12—1.30 Frid St Johns Hall FACT Lent Lunches 

 10 10-12 noon Sat Church Hall Guild Coffee            
Morning 

 10 7.30 pm Sat Church Hall Quiz Night 

 15 7.30 pm Thu East & Old         
Session Room 

FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

 16 12-1.30 Frid  St John’s Hall FACT Lent Lunches 
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Mar 22 2 pm Thur Benholm Home Service 

 22 7.30 pm Thur East & Old     
Session Room 

FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

 22 7.30 pm Thur Church Organ & Trumpet 
Recital 

 23 12—1.30 Frid St Johns Hall FACT Lent Lunches 

 25 After Church Sun Church Stated Annual Meet-
ing 

 29 7.30 pm Thur East & Old     
Session Room 

FACT Lent Bible 
Studies 

 30 12—1.30 Frid St Johns Hall FACT Lent Lunches 
(East & Old day) 

 31 7.30 pm Sat Manse Wine & Nibbles 

Apr 1    Palm Sunday 

 5 7 pm Thur Church Maundy Thursday 
Service with meal 

 6 7 pm Fri Church Good Friday Service 

 22 11 am & 6.30 
pm 

Sun Church Communion       Ser-
vice 

 28 7.30 pm Sat Church Hall Friends Race Night 

May 12 10-12 noon Sat Church Hall Friend Chocfest 

 19 7.30 pm Sat Manse Wine & Nibbles 

 20  Sun Princess St Gar-
dens, Edinburgh 

Heart & Soul Event 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (contd) 



15 

Jun 2  Sat (Party to cele-
brate Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee 

Mr & Mrs competi-
tion followed by a 
Ceilidh 

 16 7.30 pm Sat Manse Wine & Nibbles 

Jul 7  Sat Manse Garden Party 

Aug 4  Sat Manse BBQ 

 11  Sat  Friends walk at 
Tentsmuir Forest 

Sept 21 7.30 pm Fri Church Friends “Ladies 
Shopping Night” 

Oct 20  Sat  Friends Renewal 
Evening 

Nov 24  Sat  Christmas Fayre 

Dec 2  Sun Church Gift Service and 
Christmas Concert 

 9  Sun Lowson Church Salvation Army 

 23  Sun Church Nativity Sunday & 
Nine Lessons &  
Carols 

 25  Tue Church Christmas Day    
Service 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (contd) 
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 and  LOOKING FORWARD TO  ….. 

Just because you don’t have a UNICEF box doesn’t mean you can’t put aside your 
small change in another container and just because you didn’t start collecting last 
Easter doesn’t mean we don’t want you to start now – every penny counts. 

—————————————————————— 
On one of  the other pages you will find a diary for the coming 6 months.  This 
however is not complete!!!  Dates will be added as we go along but it will give you 
an idea of  what we are doing and if  you are planning any activities yourselves you 
can try & avoid these dates!!!  

—————————————————————— 

 
Look out for the   

  
           ‘CHOCFEST’,   

  ‘Mr and Mrs Competition’  
          and the  

   ‘Strictly Come Dancing Competition’. 
 

—————————————————————— 
We are hoping to start up a new ‘GROUNDS TEAM’.  So we are looking for 
volunteers who like to get their hands dirty and then to see beautiful results at 
the end. 
   
The outside of the church is rather grey and dull with very little colour.  Some of 

the men are going to make us flower boxes so we need talented green fingered people to 
advise us what and when to plant.  
  
The graveyard as you all know is owned by the local council and as we all know the 
grounds are not in the best condition and the grass gets cut less and less each year.  
  
There are a lot of restrictions as to what we can and cannot do around the grounds but 
we can improve it!!!   
 
We are hoping for people to help us tidy up the grounds, trim the trees, and find areas 
that we can plant flowers without interfering with the graves – a general tidy up.  
  
We hope to involve Chimes Playgroup in the planting of the flowers as that will help 
them towards their eco goals as well.  
  
If  you are at all interested then Barbara Ann would love to hear from you – 
248228! 

—————————————————————— 
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LENT 
 
Before the next edition of  the Steeple Times comes out Lent will have 
started with our Lent Bible Studies and Lent Lunches – please 
check the diary dates – we would love to have you join us. 

—————————————————————— 
IMPROVEMENTS &REPAIRS 
 
As you know we need to get the roof  fixed over the late spring and summer 
(because the weather is better!!!!!) and while this is going ahead we will also be 
changing the layout of  the kitchen and toilets to improve that whole area too! 

—————————————————————— 
CHOCOLATE RECIPES 
 
The Friends of  East & Old are compiling a Chocolate Recipe book for our 
CHOCFEST morning on Saturday 12th May and are looking for any recipes that 
you have that include chocolate in them. There is now a box in the recycle area for 
you to pop your recipe into. Just write/type out your recipe and put your name at 
the bottom of  it and pop it into the box. 

—————————————————————— 
SUGGESTION BOX 
 
There is a box in the recycle area marked 'suggestions'. This box is for any sugges-
tions that any member of  the church has about anything to do with the church. It 
could be about something in the building you have noticed, about hymn selection, 
about improvements in finance, fundraising ideas - absolutely anything. EG. Bar-
bara Ann has been getting annoyed with the soap dispensers in the toilets - they 
seem to squirt everywhere except the right direction. The people on Tea Duty 
were finding it a struggle filling the flasks and tea pots with the water from the urn 
- a shelf  has been fixed to make it easier. We can't say all your concerns or ideas 
will be actioned - but sometimes we don't see the things right under our own 
noses - it takes someone else to point things out to us. 

—————————————————————— 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Our next Wine & Nibbles evening will be on Saturday 4th. February 2012 at the 
Manse for districts 17 to 22, followed by next few districts on Saturday 3rd March 2012 
at 7.30pm. Elders for the districts concerned will distribute invitations in due course.  

Future dates for our social evenings are Saturday 31 March, 19 May and 16 June, 2012.    

Orders are still being taken for—Fridge magnets £1.20, Key Rings 60p and Laminated 
bookmarks - £1.50p.  

All made by our  committee member Jim Nicol with proceeds for Church funds. 

—————————————————————— 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
We met on 3rd December and heard an update from the vari-
ous conferences committee members had attended. 
  
We heard there had been a request from Sandy Watson for a 
possible twinning with a hospital in New Zealand. 
 
Esther Kidd attended the World Mission conference on Chris-
tians in Minority Situations, the theme of  which was to encour-
age us to become more informed. Their keynote speaker was 
Dr Khatasa Gondwee, team leader for Africa and the Middle 
East with Christian Solidarity Worldwide. She shared her in-
sights as to the situation of  Christians in Egypt, the Sudan, 
South Sudan and Nigeria.   Dr Gondwee also spoke about 
women as minorities in Africa and Margo Sabella, a Palestinian 
woman, talked about the Christian community in Palestine to-
day.   The Rev. Aftab Gohar gave his perspective about Paki-
stan. He and his family had to flee after threats were made to 
him and his family. 
 
The Rev. Fiona Gardner asked “What can you do?  Well, we can 
pray, we can sign petitions, we can write letters to those impris-
oned for their beliefs and we can lobby on behalf  of  Chris-
tians.” 
  
Leaflets  from the conferences will be displayed in the recycling 
area. Please take time to look.  
 
There is also a Church and Society Conference on 3rd March in 
Bridge of  Allan Church entitled “The Challenges of  To-day’s 
Society.” If  you would like to attend please inform the commit-
tee secretary, Margaret Robertson on 463613.  

—————————————————————— 
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GREEN  COMMITTEE   
 
Thank you very much, but we need you to do even more! 
 

The response from members to our appeal for books and maga-
zines has been brilliant and the money generated from this is go-
ing to be put towards filling the planters which are to be made 

from the pews recently removed from the west side of  the sanctuary.  
 
As for the Christmas cards brought in to be taken for recycling, it’s the com-
pletion of  a kind of  circle since some of  those cards were bought from the 
Traidcraft catalogue and very many of  them were delivered by the BB!  
 
There are the bags of  clothes and other fabric items : we’ve gone quite a way 
towards filling up one of  the huge cartons which Chimes Playgroup can use 
to generate funds. In addition, I got the kind of  beneficial exercise I usually 
try to avoid by carrying the bags down through the graveyard to the Hall!  
 
And who knew there were so many plastic carrier bags on the face of  the 
planet, let alone from the Forfar area? I can’t wait to see the mats to be pro-
duced by ‘Busy Hands’. 
 
O.K. so I said we need you to do even more. Yes, it’s the Fair Trade 
Stall.  
 
Now I know there are plenty of  canny shoppers in Forfar and we’ve cer-
tainly got our choice of  supermarkets.  I also know that the Fair Trade pro-
duce is pricey. So why should we buy it? 
   
Well, we buy the produce from Traidcraft who are, ‘Finding solutions to pov-
erty that won’t cost the earth.’  They help people in Africa and Asia to run 
their small businesses effectively while overcoming difficulties in the envi-
ronment without destroying precious natural resources.  It’s definitely part of  
our ‘green’ commitment; do get across to the stall and buy some chocolate! 
 
On a final note, the next meeting of  the newly formed Angus Network 
of  Eco Congregation Scotland is to be held in East & Old on Tuesday 
13th  March.  
 

—————————————————————— 
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FRIENDS OF EAST & OLD 
 

We are delighted to report that the Scottish concert with the Angus 

Strathspey and Reel Society and the Strathmore Pipe Band raised 

£511.50 (after donations to both groups). 

 

There was also a good uptake of memberships on the night and people are 

continuing to sign up. If you haven’t already renewed your membership or 

wish to join for the first time - please get in touch! All the money raised 

goes towards funding our events and church improvements. 

To date the Friends balance from last April stands at £3,378.98, with 

£2,000 in an investment fund. 

 

We have been busy planning a programme of events for 2012, starting with 

the SOUPER SUNDAY after morning service on  Sunday, February 26. 

There will be a variety of soup, tea and coffee on offer for a minimum do-

nation of £3. 

 

The Friends have been asked to provide refreshments for a Forfar Arts 

Guild Concert in the church on Thursday, March 22. This will be open to 

the public and will include an ORGAN RECITAL. 

 

Our next big event is a RACE NIGHT in the church hall on Saturday, April 

28. This promises to be a fun evening with eight races.  We are hoping this 

will be well supported and forms will be available soon for owners, jockeys 

and race sponsors. It will cost £3 to buy a horse, £2 for a jockey and £25 

to sponsor each race.  There will be prizes on the night and entry will be 

by programme. 

  

There will be chocolate galore at our next venture - a CHOCOLATE FEST 
in the church hall on Saturday, May 12. We are looking for recipes for a 

chocolate recipe book - the more the merrier. These will be collected in 

church up to the end of April - please remember to put your name on the 

recipe.   There will be a chocolate tombola, chocolate word search, choco-

late fountain and much, much more! It will run from 10 am to 12 noon and 

tea, coffee, hot chocolate and chocolate tray bakes will be served. 

 

Looking further ahead the FRIENDS WALK on August 11, and a   LADIES 
NIGHT on 21 September — details of those  and other dates  later . 
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MINISTER’S CHALLENGE 
NOW  STANDS AT  

£3127.34 

WALKING GROUP 
 
After our winter break the walking group will start up again. the dates we 
will be walking in March are as follows, Saturday 3rd, 17th and 31st. 
 
For more details visit our web page on www.thebigkirk.co.uk or contact 
Billy Sweetin Tel 248288  

—————————————————————— 
 

GUILD NEWS 
 
There were fifty at the Christmas buffet evening and we went with high expec-

tations, knowing how popular Bill Carr and Peter Dick are with our 
members. We also had had a great reference for Alison Beattie and her 
delightful dishes. The evening entertainment and the food  far exceeded 
our expectations. 

 
We also agreed the disbursement of  funds, including £200 to the Love Oliver 
fund. Oliver was the grandson of  our former Sunday School superintendent, 
James Gill. Oliver died of  cancer last year at the age of  a year and the fund, 
which  now stands at over £81,000, is for research into children’s cancer. 
  
£750 was donated to the East & Old itself  and Lippen Care received a gift of  
£100, being the charity of  Bill Carr and Peter Dick’s choice, and each of  the 
Guild projects received £100 each. 
 
Our January’s agenda included a travel presentation on Antarctica and a jam-
tasting Session from Mackays of  Arbroath. 
  
February brings Dr Pam Cairns, talking about her experiences with the children 
of  the Amazon and Maureen Patterson demonstrating the making of  handbags. 

 
As ever, feel free to join us. You will be sure of  a warm welcome. 

—————————————————————— 
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PRAYER & STUDY GROUP 
 

The group is continuing to meet in the Manse and our dates for the next 
six months are- 

January 12  
April 26  

May 31 and  
June 28. 

It is hoped that on February 23 and March 22nd we will join the Fact Lent Studies 
in our Session Room at 7.30. 
 
The news from the Angus Prayer Promoters is confirmation of  the appearance of  
Jean Black, the director of  Prayer for Scotland and Rev Harry Sprange will be able 
to lead a morning seminar on prayer on Saturday 3rd March at 9 a.m. They will be 
introducing us to new ideas on how to pray for our country. The Rev. Karen Fen-
wick has confirmed her generous offer for us to join them at the Lowson that day, 
combining on prayer with their prayer breakfast. We hope to close at 12 noon. 

—————————————————————— 
PARTNER NEWS 
 
We have just received a letter from Norma Forbes at Sumana Halli.  She 
has been working as a nurse in the  Support  Section along with only one 
other nurse—a big responsibility.   
  
She went to Goa for a holiday on 6 January and may come back on 24th January 
for the 35 year celebrations at Sumana Halli.   
   
At Christmas there was carol singing all round the houses for ex– patients.  Nego-
tiations with the government are at a delicate stage, and Norma asks for your 
prayers for a good outcome.  
 
Lynda and Raj expect to be back in Scotland at the end of  January.  

—————————————————————— 
2nd FORFAR BOYS BRIGADE 
 

All 3 sections of  the Company are now started their activities for the second 
half  of  our B.B. year and are raring to go. 
 

The boys enjoyed their fun nights before the holidays. Anchor boys had a party 
with Santa - Junior boys had a craft and games night with supper to follow and 
Company boys had a trip to Perth swimming then to McDonalds for supper. 

—————————————————————— 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 
This was the first year of  a new venture for the Company. By joining forces 
with the 6th Forfar Scout Group, we created a more efficient Christmas Card 
Delivery Service for all the people who made use of  it. 

 
This was a great fundraiser for both groups when we raised the grand total of  
£6490. 
 
Sincere thanks go to all who helped us achieve this by posting - sorting or deliver-
ing cards. 

—————————————————————— 

SMILING 
 

Smiling is infectious 
You catch it like the flu’  
When someone smiled at me today  
I started smiling too.  
 
I walked around the corner 

And someone saw me grin,      
When he smiled, I realised, 

            I had passed it on to him. 
 

I thought about the smile 
And then realised its worth 
A single smile like mine 
Could travel round the earth.        
 

So if  you feel a smile begin       
Don’t leave it undetected.          

Start an epidemic quick              
And get the world infected. 

 
—————————————————————— 
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Groovy Gryphons 
 

Happy New Year to you from the Groovy Gryphons. 

   

The advent season for 2011 is now behind us but I can recall it 

with fond memories.  Each week a ‘GG’ assisted Barbara-Ann in lighting 

the new coloured advent candles and the children learned the signifi-

cance of the different colours. They explored the parts each person 

played in the build up to our Saviour’s birth and then they retold the 

story in their own unique way.   

 

We had a very large turnout for the nativity this year and the children 

sang new songs and used rhyme to tell the events. Everyone had a part to 

play. I must say a special thanks to all the parents who provided the chil-

dren with colourful costumes which set the scene beautifully. 

   

The Minister joined us in our visit to Kirriemuir’s Pantomime. This was a 

first for Barbara-Ann and she along with the GG’s enjoyed lots of 

laughs ,sweets and ice-cream. This all added up to make an excellent tra-

ditional trip. I would recommend this to all church members to ease the 

stresses that can build up prior to the festive period. 

 

The children are now back in church after their festive break and are 

now exploring the theme of light as written in Barbara-Ann’s materials. 

They have learned some new games, decorated doves and linked together 

hand-made paper chains. 

 

The older GG’s will be encouraged over the next few weeks to write their 

own prayers, bring them on a Sunday and join together with the other 

children to take them to God. 

 

Even though we had a good turnout at Christmas it would be great to see 

some more new faces. All boys and girls aged 3 to12 are welcome on a 

Sunday between 10.30 and 12.00.  Come when you can and make sure you 

drop Mum and Dad off at the Church before-hand! 

 

Susan, Frances and Joyce 
—————————————————————— 
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 

DEATHS 

Nov 27 Mrs Dorothy Irons Castlehill, Forfar 5 

 27 Mrs Mary Ann Birse 16 Brander Ha’, Forfaar 16 

 27 Miss Myra Beath Broughty Ferry * 

 30 Mrs Ina Davidson 72 Strathmore Avenue, Forfar 22 

Dec 2 Mrs Catherine Smart 38 Laurelbank, Forfar 23 

 6 Mrs Lillian Ewen Heatherstacks Cottage, Forfar 29 

 22 Mr John Towns 30 Wellbraehead, Forfar 3 

 30 Mr Allan Sturrock Dunnichen Road, Kingsmuir * 

 31 Mr Henry Pirie 12 Nursery Street, Forfar 16 

Feb 12      Joan Petrie   Mar 11 Margaret Myles 
       19     Karen Murray   18 Margaret Robertson 
       26      J & K Warden   25 Pat Milne 
Mar   4     Margaret Anderson Apr   1   Helen Todd 

There are still a few  blank weeks on the flower calendar.  Please 
add your name.  Help is always available with arranging if  you 
wish. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

  

Mrs Karen Jamieson 8 Westfield Crescent ,Forfar 43 

Mrs Catherine J McEwen 45 Potters Park Crescent, Forfar 31 

Mrs Helen Scott 31 Kings Road, Forfar 17 

Mr Stewart Gray 4 Bunkerhill Crescent, Kingsmuir 45 

Mrs Sheena Gray 4 Bunkerhill Crescent, Kingmuir 45 

Do you need Transport to Church –The Forfarian 

bus is available on the first Sunday of each 

month.  Please telephone Liz Nicoll on 462480 or 

Jean Alexander on 463860.  

  

Next Issue of the Steeple Times 
The deadline for submission of articles 

for the April issue is  

Sunday  11 March 2012 

Material can be given/sent to the Ediitor  

or e-mail  

elma.milne@virgin.net 



27 

Session Clerk Bob Kidd 01307 462701 

Depute Session Clerk Margaret Scrimgeour 01307 469145 

Clerk to the Board Karen Kelly 01307 465043 

Treasurer Mabel Martin 01307 462713 

FWO Treasurers 
Douglas Thomson 
Jean Alexander 
Jean Brymer 

01307 462965 
01307 463860 
01307 462075 

Gift Aid Convener Derek Calder 01307 465495 

Roll Keeper and 
Editor Steeple Times Elma Milne 01307 463821 

Organist & Choirmaster Bruce Simpson 01307 468179 

Property Convener & Lets Bill Duthie 01307 465895 

Good New Crew Leader Susan Forbes 01307 465200 

Flower Group Marlene Sim 01307 466616 

Life and Work Esther Kidd 01307 462701 

Guild Contact 
Prayer & House Groups Margaret Robertson 01307 463613 

2nd Forfar Co.  
The Boy’s Brigade Irene Duthie 01307 465895 

Friends of Forfar East & 
Old Bob Kidd 01307 462701 


