





FROM THE MANSE

February 2012

Dear Friends
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LOOKING FORWARD -DATES FOR YOUR
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (contd)

L %

L %

( +
» = (%
/
0 "+ (
» = (%
/
0+ ((
+ ((
+ ((
# 4

% mn

% mn

9, " — (%% &
1 -2 ("

# ( % &

> ug "0 &
; (

4 % % &

W/ 25

h o)



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (contd)
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We are delighted to report that the Scottish concert with the Angus
Strathspey and Reel Society and the Strathmore Pipe Band raised
£511.50 (after donations to both groups).

There was also a good uptake of memberships on the night and people are
continuing to sign up. If you haven't already renewed your membership or
wish to join for the first time - please get in fouch! All the money raised
goes towards funding our events and church improvements.

To date the Friends balance from last April stands at £3,378.98, with
£2,000 in an investment fund.

We have been busy planning a programme of events for 2012, starting with
the after morning service on Sunday, February 26.
There will be a variety of soup, tea and coffee on offer for a minimum do-
nation of £3.
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The Friends have been asked to provide refreshments for a Forfar Arts ;
Guild Concert in the church on Thursday, March 22. This will be open to |
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the public and will include an

Our next big event is a in the church hall on Saturday, April
28. This promises to be a fun evening with eight races. We are hoping this
will be well supported and forms will be available soon for owners, jockeys
and race sponsors. It will cost £3 to buy a horse, £2 for a jockey and £25
to sponsor each race. There will be prizes on the night and entry will be
by programme.

There will be chocolate galore at our next venture - a

in the church hall on Saturday, May 12. We are looking for recipes for a
chocolate recipe book - the more the merrier. These will be collected in
church up to the end of April - please remember to put your name on the
recipe. There will be a chocolate tombola, chocolate word search, choco-
late fountain and much, much more! It will run from 10 am to 12 noon and
tea, coffee, hot chocolate and chocolate tray bakes will be served.

Looking further ahead the August 11, and a
September — details of those and other dates later .
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Groovy Gryphons

Happy New Year to you from the Groovy Gryphons.

The advent season for 2011 is now behind us but I can recall it
with fond memories. Each week a 'GG' assisted Barbara-Ann in lighting
the new coloured advent candles and the children learned the signifi-
cance of the different colours. They explored the parts each person
played in the build up to our Saviour's birth and then they retold the
story in their own unique way.

We had a very large turnout for the nativity this year and the children
sang new songs and used rhyme to tell the events. Everyone had a part to
play. I must say a special thanks to all the parents who provided the chil-
dren with colourful costumes which set the scene beautifully.

The Minister joined us in our visit to Kirriemuir's Pantomime. This was a
first for Barbara-Ann and she along with the GG's enjoyed lots of
laughs ,sweets and ice-cream. This all added up to make an excellent tra-
ditional trip. T would recommend this to all church members to ease the
stresses that can build up prior to the festive period.

The children are now back in church after their festive break and are
now exploring the theme of light as written in Barbara-Ann's materials.
They have learned some new games, decorated doves and linked together
hand-made paper chains.

The older 6G's will be encouraged over the next few weeks to write their
own prayers, bring them on a Sunday and join together with the other
children to take them to God.

Even though we had a good turnout at Christmas it would be great to see
some more new faces. All boys and girls aged 3 t0l12 are welcome on a
Sunday between 10.30 and 12.00. Come when you can and make sure you
drop Mum and Dad off at the Church before-hand!
Susan, Frances and Joyce
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Ministry of Flowers
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Do you need Transport to Church -The Forfarian
bus is available on the first Sunday of each

month. Please telephone Liz Nicoll on 462480 or
Jean Alexander on 463860.
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The deadline for submission of articles
for the (,* issue is
Sunday 11 March 2012
Material can be given/sent to the Ediitor
or e-mail
4+- +% 1_/5 00 1§
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