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Services of Public Worship: 

 Every Sunday at 11:00am 

 Additional services: 

 First Sunday of the month: Informal Communion              

at 9:30am  

 Midweek Service every Wednesday at  12:10pm 

Minister:     
The Rev. Barbara Ann Sweetin B.D. 

The Manse 

Lour Road 

Forfar DD8 2BB 

Tel: 01307 248228 

E-mail: bsweetin@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Church website:   www.thebigkirk.co.uk 

Church E-mail:   eando_office@yahoo.co.uk 

Scottish Charity No:   SC004921 

 
https://www.facebook.com/thebigkirk/ 
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Hello my dear friends 
 

Easter is just around the corner and as this edition reaches you   
it will be Holy Week – a time of happiness and of great sadness 
as our Lord Jesus Christ is betrayed and dies on the cross.  It is     
a time of prayer and reflection during Holy Week and I ask that  
you consider coming to the church any day Monday to Friday    
6th – 10th April and wander around our Stations of the Cross 
between 5:00pm and 7:00pm each of these nights.  Also we   
hold our Maundy Thursday service and Good Friday service at 
7:00pm on the 9th and 10th April.  This period of prayer and 
reflection is quickly followed by Easter Sunday when our Lord is 
resurrected and the church begins with a shout of Christ is Risen!                              
Our Easter Day in the church starts at the Lochside with a             
service at 8am and then our main service at 11:00am in the 
church. This time  of year is even busier for ministers than 
Christmas  and I like Easter in the church more than Christmas! 
  

I am really thankful that I have God in my life and eternally 
grateful and thankful for what God and his Son Jesus Christ did 
for me, for you and for the world when Jesus died on that cross.   
I am also really thankful that God called me to East and Old 
Church in Forfar to serve as your minister – I feel truly blessed 
and that is down to you our members and friends of East and  
Old Church and the community of Forfar also.  You welcomed   
me in with open arms even though I was from the west coast!   
As members of East and Old you have supported the many, many 
changes that have occurred in the church.  You have gone out 
into the streets to show God’s love in action, you have welcomed 
many, many people from other lands into your houses and this 
community and did so willingly.  You have given of your time in  
so many ways that it is incalculable, the talents you have and 
have shared with the church and the church family is simply 
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immeasurable and  the money you have given to the church  and   
to the numerous  charities that we have supported over  these 
years is simply astonishing!  I admire and respect you and  so very 
appreciative and grateful for all you do to further God’s mission     
in Forfar and further afield – thank you!  
 

Our Outward and Forward team are always looking for new  ways 
for East and Old’s name to be out in the community and during   
the month of February handed out a number of thank  you boxes  
to various agencies such as all the doctor’s surgeries,  all the 
primary schools, fire, police and ambulance and quite a few others.  
These thank you packs included tea, coffee, biscuit,  crisps, sweets 
etc for their enjoyment.  East and Old is very much  a part  of the 
Forfar community as are other agencies – we are all in it together.  
The next step we are taking is our appreciation cards which you  
will find enclosed within this edition.  We are asking   that you send 
this card to someone you know – it doesn’t matter whether they  
are church members or not, friends or just acquaintances – just 
send it to someone you appreciate and want to say thank you to.   
It could be that they changed your life in some way, they were a 
listening ear, you liked that they smiled at you when you were 
feeling down – whatever the reason send the card to them  to show 
they are appreciated. If you need more than one card let us know 
as we have extras. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly  loved children and walk 
in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

J ust after I had forwarded this letter to our magazine editor the 
world as we know it changed with the restrictions of groups 

gathering together and the cancellation of worship services              
plus  a raft of other rules, regulations and policies which I whole 
heartedly agree with.  As of today changes have been made           
to funerals and weddings and the closure of our schools.   
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For funerals there will be no home visits and arrangements will     
be made over the phone and attending the funerals will be 
immediate family only but a memorial service can be held later. 
 

I know that some churches are opening their doors at certain times 
but I feel we need to be in isolation for a reason and I am more 
than happy to talk to anyone on the phone especially those who 
feel they are going stir crazy!  I have already had a couple  of      
phone calls from members regarding their weekly freewill offering 
and I am very grateful to them for thinking about this because we 
already run on a very tight budget and without the weekly offerings 
continuing to come in then we will be in real financial difficulty.  
Therefore can I ask that you phone your elder or myself and we   
will collect your envelope through your letterbox or window or 
phone our treasurer and ask her for a standing order form for the 
bank (which would suit us better).  Secondly if you have been 
adversely hit through loss of income and are struggling let me 
know as I  have a little money spare in the benevolent fund and 
unfortunately I mean a little money.  I also have a little money   
that I can spend in Tesco if there is any food left!  If you hear of   
any families who are really struggling  for food then let me know 
also - they don’t need to  be a member to receive help. 
 

Remember there are many worship services on the radio and                 
I believe at this time of writing a special service each Sunday 
morning will be on the  BBC from England.  Please do not feel    
lonely God is with you always and I am only a phone call away. 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 
6 Do not be anxious about anything,A)"> but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.B)"> 7 And the peace of God,C)"> which transcends all 
understanding,D)"> will guard your hearts and your minds in  
Christ Jesus. 
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Prayer 
Today God, the world is turning, there is beauty around us, we have 
people who love us and people to love.  There may be troubles and 
worries, there be issues to face and problems to solve and nothing               
will magically take these away.  But we have the choice to see good,               
to savour what is right, to appreciate what is lovely, to honour the 
efforts of others and be grateful for the small things.  
 

These help us in our coping, they lighten our spirits and bring some 
balance to our thinking, may we look beyond our present trials and           
see hope and support, at least the kind that we might share with 
others.  Love us through our hardships, lift our spirits when they           
fall and be with us and bless us we pray.  Amen. 
 

Every blessing to you all your minister and friend. 

  
Barbara Ann 

 

At time of going to press, everyday 
things as we know them are changing                                  

at a very rapid pace due to                                      
the Covid-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. 

Most of the upcoming events at               
the church will need to be put on hold whilst we follow           
the latest NHS and government guidelines and advice.   

ALL CHURCH SERVICES ARE CANCELLED                     
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

For all of you who use a computer or tablet please remember 
you can keep updated about what's going on at East and Old 

via our website at www.thebigkirk.co.uk or by checking out 
our face book page https://www.facebook.com/thebigkirk/  

(see important coronavirus guidance in                                               
the centre spread of this magazine) 

http://www.thebigkirk.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/thebigkirk/
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1st   Wishaw Girls’ Brigade Company – Sunday 19th January 

Our minister as National Chaplain to Girls’ Brigade 

Scotland  was  invited to 1st Wishaw GB Company in 

November last year and was so pleased at what she 

heard she invited the girls and leaders to come to Forfar 

to sing their new modern hymns that really resonated 

with them.  The girls and leaders sang beautifully and  

the words to the new hymns were so meaningful for 

them and for us.    Thank you to the girls and leaders for making the         

early morning start  and teaching us some  new hymns. 

 

 

C ooking and Baking Classes 

The cooking and baking classes have been 

a bit of a hit and a miss since we started them.  

They will continue into April when we will               

re-assess whether or not  they will continue.  

Thank you to all who have volunteered their time and recipes and to 

those who have participated.    
 

 

 

 

Most of the books the readers in the club have  

read recently have had mixed reactions and this 

has brought about some great discussions.  

However  it is very obvious that the book club 

members are all females and they would like to see more members 

joining them both male and female. If anyone has read a good book   

then please recommend it to the book club members – they are always 

on the lookout for different genre of books too. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING  
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S trathmore Primary School 

School Assemblies – our minister attends and participates  in 

Strathmore Primary School every week and has a great 

relationship with children, parents and staff.  The school 

lets our minister know what they are looking at each 

week and Barbara Ann fits her talk in and around that.   

At the beginning of January Barbara Ann and Isabel 

Farquharson went into the school to be the judges at   

the Scottish Poetry Competition which involved them listening to three 

children from each class as they recited and acted out their poems.  

Once again the standard was very high especially from the primary 7’s 

with their poem Tam O Shanter! 
 

H eavenly Bites is a big hit with the primary 7 children – they really 

love coming along to make the food, serve it and mostly like 

washing up.  After this is done they count the money donated by the 

people at the café and work out with the receipts in hand for the food 

whether they made a profit or loss!  Needless to say they always make  

a profit as people give generously!  The food is lovely and the service    

is second to none – please come along on the third Thursday of the 

month and join the children – you will really enjoy it.  The next dates 

are: 23rd April, 21st May and 18th June.  During Fairtrade fortnight in 

March the school ran a Fairtrade Café.   It was open to the public and    

a number of our church members popped in for a cuppie and a 

Fairtrade goodie to eat as well as buying Fairtrade chocolate!  There 

were certainly more of us than parents but you must remember that 

parents work during the day and the children were delighted we came 

along.  Once again the service was first class and we wanted for 

nothing!   A couple of our members could not make it along on the    

day so they gave our minister some money to put into the donation 

bowl and thank you to those who supplied baking for the day also          

– the staff were very grateful.  As you know we collect food each week 

in the church which we give to the school for their  Food Bank.   
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  Visit PRIMA - right next door          
to our church where you will find     
a beautiful selection of Jewellery, 

Gifts, Cards  and Accessories 
awaiting you.   

 

 

50 East High St, Forfar Tel: 468183                

open Mon - Sat, 10am - 5pm                 

Hope to see you soon                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Forfar    Arbroath     Kirriemuir 

 

  

 

 

All types of Builder Work 

Telephone: 01307 463292                                  

Mobile:  07801 368663                                   

email:  djliddle54@aol.com 

Thomas Doig 

—  Est. 1888 — 

FURNITURE  -  BEDS  -  CARPETS 

Little Causeway, Forfar 

 

Gallery              

Tea                  

Room 

Bakers, Cafe & Takeaway serving cooked meat               

products including Forfar bridies, bread, cakes,                 

pastries, fresh cream cakes/gateaux etc. 

35 East High St. Forfar  01307 463282 

 22 Market St, Forfar               
Tel: 463315 

 8 The Cross, Forfar                 
Tel: 462762 

 9 High St, Kirriemuir              

A family run business with bakeries     

in Forfar and Kirriemuir and                      

a long tradition in baking the                    

famous ‘Forfar Bridie’ 

DAVID IRONS 
D.I.Y & HOMEWARE 
DEPARTMENT STORE 

KEY CUTTING  ~  WATCH BATTERIES 

IRONMONGERY 

PLUMBING  ~  GARDENING 

26 CASTLE STREET, FORFAR 

Tel:  01307 462024 

Forfar Bathrooms Ltd 
Hundreds of Installations 

Hundreds of Happy Customers 

“Family Owned and Run” 
“Free Fixed Quotation” 

“5 Year Installation Warranty” 

72 Castle St, Forfar 
Phone: 01307 461646 

Email: sales@forfarbathrooms.com 
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  THE CASTLE CLUB 
100 / 108 CASTLE STREET, FORFAR 

  01307 466277 
www.thecastleclub.co.uk 

Fully Licensed Restaurant  
All Home-Cooking with Local Produce 

 LUNCHES   

 EVENING MEALS   

 HIGH TEAS 

 

Original Art - Collectable Prints - Quality Picture Framing 

ALEX. CAMERON 
Quality Tells, Quality Sells 

For the freshest fish, game, poultry 

and finest hand-made pies 

101 Castle Street, Forfar DD8 3AH              

Tel: 01307 463520 

G. MURRAY & SON  
CAR SALES & REPAIRS 

TYRES SUPPLIED AND 

FITTING SERVICE 

81 East High 

Street Forfar                         

DD8 2EQ                   

email: info@canvasart.co.uk                                                           
web:  www.canvasart.co.uk                                                                     
www.facebook.com/canvasartgallery 
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 Please keep the donations coming in as they are needed and are greatly 

appreciated by the school and the parents of the pupils.  Every little bit 

helps and thank you to a couple of our members who buy a basket load 

of food and to a couple of others who give Barbara  Ann money to take 

into the school.  If the school receives money they take a few pupils  

over to Asda and they buy the food that is required for the Foodbank.   

It is a teaching and learning exercise in how to budget  and what are 

suitable foods and which are not and which food is a luxury  that you 

cannot afford to buy when money is tight.  Our Green team in the 

church is working alongside the schools Eco Team by promoting 

recycling, working in the garden at the school together and collecting            

in empty crisp packets for recycling and a whole lot more.  In today’s 

climate the church needs to work in partnership with other  

organisations and this partnership we have with Strathmore Primary 

school is  an excellent one. 
 

C himes Playgroup  -  Our minister visits Chimes Playgroup on the   

last Wednesday of every month and we are not too sure who has 

more fun – the children or the minister.  Barbara Ann usually sings a 

song with them, tells them a Bible story and gets the children involved  

in some kind of action and game.  We’re told that she bribes them a          

lot with little gifts!  A few members have commented that it is lovely     

to see the children shout hello and wave to Barbara Ann if they see     

her in the street or supermarket. 

 

A ccord has been very busy in 

2020 and have performed in 

numerous venues for many 

organisations – some of which give them a donation and others do not.  

The team have such fun together but want people to know it is not a 

closed shop!  If you are interested in joining them just speak to Barbara 

Ann.  If you know of a club, organisation or institution that like people 

coming in to entertain  them then let them know Accord is available. 
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O ur worship team met earlier this year and spoke of the 
additional worship services that were held last year 

and talked about this year also.  There were an additional    
6 new services last year from Songs of Praise, to Picnic and 
Praise, to Why! Why! Why! and others.  There were on average 20 
people  at each of these services which means some had more and 
some had less.  The worship team are trying their best to find new 
ways and ideas that will appeal to our members and friends to come 
along and hear about and worship God more and have come up with a 
few new ideas for this year.   They like the idea of changing our service 
format once a month with more modern hymns and music.  They also 
like   the idea of another Songs  of Praise and a service based around 
themes like films or food.  Our minister is very grateful to the members 
of  the worship team for covering for her holidays and filling in at all       
the worship services including care home services. 
 

C hurch Family Trips – since last summer the church has run a family 

community trip to Edinburgh Zoo, Glasgow Science Centre, and 

Dynamic Earth and on the 6th April we are off to Active Kids near Perth.  

These trips have been funded by Angus Presbytery Ministry and 

Mission Rebate alongside Angus Council who gave us 

money for the packed lunches.  The trips are to help 

families spend time together and a low cost day away 

especially when you have 2 adults and 3 or 4 children.   

The funding we received also helped to pay for the Christmas Party     

in December last year.  A big thank you to Paula Stewart for organising 

these events and being there on the day and also picking up all the 

packed lunches for between 70-80 people on each trip! 
 

B ig Breakfast – our BB Company held their Big Breakfast in the 
church at the end of February and what a feast it was.  

Fruit juice, fresh fruit, cereal, bacon, sausages, rolls plus as 
much tea and coffee as you wanted.  It was a huge success 
with over £296 was raised and those present were served 
by well-mannered young men with a bright smile on their 
faces.  Thank you to the leaders and boys and other helpers.   
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L ent Bible Studies – once again all the churches came 
together during Lent for the annual Lent Bible Studies.  

Each Thursday evening during Lent one of the churches 
takes a turn to lead the studies in their building with their 
member of clergy.  East and Old kick started the studies but 
since our minister was double booked Susan Forbes ably lead the group 
of 22 people who were  there on the night.  All the people who attend 
from the different churches find these joint Bible Studies interesting    
and beneficial and are interested in what each other have to say.          
The cup of tea and coffee is also always welcome! 

 

L ent Lunches – all the churches come together each year for the 
lunches which follow the studies the night before.  They are all held 

in East and Old because of our location but each week a different church 
makes and serves the soup.  The lunches have been getting 
a bit quieter over the last couple of years but it would not 
take much to bring them back to where they used to be 
number wise.  Each week there is a selection of 6 different 

soups with bread followed by tea, coffee and biscuits.    All that is asked 
for is a donation which will go towards the FACT charity which this year  
is the Bellshill Salvation Army Band and Forfar British Royal Legion.  
Thank you to Isabel Farquharson for organising our soups and helpers 
and thank you to everyone who  came along to any of the lunches. 
 

PVG Co-ordinators Training 16th Feb certificates 
PVG stands for Protection of Vulnerable Groups and we have three 

elders who have been to a number of courses over the years to hold 

these positions within the church.  On Sunday 16th February our minister 

presented Isabel Farquharson, Lexi Smart and Alf Birse with their 

updated training certificates.  Their photographs are on the wall in the 

reception area of the church so that if a child or vulnerable person needs 

to speak to someone about something that is concerning them then 

they know who these people are by looking at the photographs.  Thank 

you to all three for completing the training and being our co-ordinators. 
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Thanks to the BBC for making this poster available for public use 
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https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/  

It has been announced by the UK/Scottish Government that as         

of 16 March anyone developing symptoms consistent with            

COVID-19, however mild, should stay at home for 7 days                           

from the onset of symptoms as per existing advice.      

In addition, it is now recommended that anyone living in the 

same household as a symptomatic person should self-isolate for 

14 days after the first household member first gets symptoms. 
 

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

  new continuous cough and/or 
  high temperature 

 

Information for the public on COVID-19, including stay at home 

advice for people who are self-isolating, can be found on  

NHS Inform website. 
 

Further, people are advised to take social distancing measures     

to help reduce the transmission of COVID-19. In particular, this     

is strongly advised for people aged 70 or over, people with 

underlying medical conditions and pregnant women. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19#stay-at-home-advice
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G roovy Gryphons and Echo Teens  
Our kids always keep very busy and have recently been doing 

experiments using salt and water, trying to grow salt crystals, (which 

didn't turn out as we hoped) and tasting water and salt mixtures,  

their faces were a picture, what a laugh we all had.  
 

The children enjoy planning and organising fundraising events and 

decided to support two Forfar local charities the Guide Dogs and 

Angus Special Playscheme. 
 

Pancake Sunday   -   on the Sunday after 

Shrove Tuesday the Groovy Gryphons and 

Echo Teens made pancakes to serve to 

the congregation after the morning 

service and to sell at the door.  You could 

quite clearly see the fun they were having 

as they helped to make the pancakes, and help us choose the various 

toppings. They were also involved in setting up the tables and serving 

the tea and coffee.  Our minister was talking that day during worship 

about Jesus and the temptation story so she told the children she 

hoped that they would not be tempted to eat any of the pancakes 

before the congregation did – and would you believe it – they didn’t 

have one pancake until all the congregation were served!  A total of 

£175 was raised which they were very proud of, a big thank you to   

all who stayed behind and supported the children. 
 

Echo Teens – Echo Teens is the new name for the youths in the 

church.  Just when this article was being written our minister the 

week before in church was talking about Nicodemus and the 

questions he had for Jesus, that Nicodemus wanted to find out more 

about Jesus and what it would mean to follow him.  Barbara Ann then 

asked the teens if they had any questions they would like to ask her 

about her life as a minister, the church or about her personal life.   

The teens asked two questions which Barbara Ann answered fully  

and which kept her on her toes and the congregation remarked later 
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22 NORTH STREET, FORFAR                             

Tel: 01307 463796 

 

 Retailers of Milk, Cream, Eggs, 

 

 

 
 

20 EN-SUITE ROOMS 

RESTAURANT 

FUNCTION SUITE 

NIGHTCLUB 

ROOF TERRACE 

FREE PARKING 

FREE WI-FI THROUGHOUT 

LEISURE SUITE 

33 Castle Street, Forfar                               

Tel: 01307 462979 

info@royalhotelangus.com 

stewar ts     
window blinds  

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL   

TRADE 

 

  

 

 
 

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE    

01307 467840      
Manufacturers and installers of 

beautiful made-to-measure blinds                
SHOWROOM OPEN  10am—4pm                   

43  EAST HIGH ST, FORFAR. DD8 2EL  

VERTICAL ROMAN 

ROLLER VENETIAN 

INTU  CONSERVATORY 

WOODEN PLEATED 

The                    
Royal Hotel             

& Spa 

We buy and sell antiques 
collectables, vintage, retro 

Roberts Street, Forfar 

Tel: 01307 464641 
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Tiffins 
12 West High St, Forfar   

Tel: 01307 461152 

 

                                            Natures Way        
Offering a holistic approach to healthcare                              

LESLEY DAKERS  Complementary Therapist                                                   

Tel: 01307 468646    Mobile: 07939439308 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Both businesses located at 49 East High Street 

Kenny’s Café 
 

 

 

116 East High Street                                
Forfar  DD8 2ER                                      
01307 461857 

 

 
 

 BRUCE LOCKSMITHS               
AND HARDWARE 

Key Cutting—Household and most vehicles 
Lock Fitting—Door and window                   

Gaining entry—Non-destructive is possible 
Tool sharpening—shears, knives, chisels etc 

92 EAST HIGH ST, FORFAR DD8 2ET 

Tel: 01307 462424  9am—5pm                       
or 07729 402245 out of hours emergencies 

 

 

JOHNNY FORBES 

Slater & Roughcaster 

Tel: 01307 465200 

GARY LOW (Sports Therapist)                                            

DipST, BN Degree, DipSMT, DipHM                             

Mobile: 07709691308 

Established in 1896 

Forfar Instrumental Band 
Has brought the Brass Sound 

To Angus for Generations 

 Weekly Practise Sessions 

 Free Weekly Brass Lessons for Learners & Improvers 

 Loan Instrument for members 

 Available for Community Events, Shows & Festivals 

For more information please email: 

forfarband@gmail.com or telephone: 07891721140 

mailto:forfarband@gmail.com
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how impressed they were with the questions the children asked.              

Our Teens will be joining Lowson Memorial Teens on the last weekend 

in May to attend Teen Ranch in Invergowrie which is a Christian based 

activity camp.  The children will be taken there and back in the church 

minibus but each child and leader needs to pay £110 each.  We are 

hoping to find some money in the church budget to help them but if 

anyone feels they would like to contribute some money to help the 

children attend this event then please speak to Barbara Ann – we have 

4 youths and two leaders attending – a total of £660. As with other 

forthcoming  church related events at time of going to press, this activity 

camp may have to be postponed due to coronavirus restrictions. 

 

A ll the ladies of the church are welcome 

to attend this outing each month or 

even just when you can and if you need             

a lift there are enough people there with 

cars to pick you up.  They have no set day   to meet and set the dates 

when they meet the month before and they normally meet in Chapter 

and Verse who look after them very well indeed.  They meet at 7:30pm 

and then at 8:45pm approx. they have tea, coffee and sandwiches.      

As you can imagine they talk a bit about church but what they do    

most is put the world to rights!  The next nights out  scheduled * are: 

Monday 6th April and Monday 4th May.  
 

T he men of the church meet on the  first                            

Thursday of every month at 7:30pm in 

the Queen Street Tavern which coincides 

with the quiz night there.  The men have a 

good natter and join in on the quiz.               

They would really like it if more of the men of the church would join 

them and the main reason for that is that they never do really well in 

the quiz! No really, they just want the company!  The next scheduled          

night out*  is 2nd April. 
 

* These nights out may not go ahead due to coronavirus situation 
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K nit N’ Natter – our knit n’ natter group meet every 

Monday at 1:30pm in the choir room and they do 

exactly what it says – they knit and they natter.  Some 

of our knitters are very good indeed while others are in the early stage 

of learning but they support and help each other.    The group are busy 

knitting fish for the presbytery and the church— if you are a knitter 

they would love for you to join them on a Monday.  Whether or not 

you are a knitter then can we please ask you to knit fish for the church?  

We need them for the middle of June.  There is a pattern for the fish in 

the church or simply knit a square and then make into the shape of a 

fish – speak to Elizabeth McLeod or Esther Kidd for this version. 
 

W orld Day of Prayer 6th March  -  We have a World Day of 
Prayer local committee in Forfar and they organise this 

prayer event each year.  This year  it was held in Lowson 
Memorial Church and although  the numbers could have been 
higher the evening was successful.  We are very thankful and 
blessed that one of our members Mary Pickstone is on the National 
Committee for World Day of Prayer which meets in Edinburgh just 
about every month or so. 
 
 
 
Tuesday 17th March – Happy 100th Birthday to Vina McLaren 
we are sorry we could not get to see you on your birthday because     
at the time of writing this piece St David’s Care Home had closed its  
doors to non-essential visitors due to the Coronavirus.  We hope you 
had a lovely day Vina and we will see you soon!  
 
Monday 6th April – Happy 101st Birthday to May Balfour 
Just as the magazine is being delivered May will be celebrating her 
101st Birthday.  Many of us remember the wonderful party from last 
year and then the special request was made to the church for May     
to meet the Earl and Countess of Forfar – both of these days were 
fabulous and May had a real ball at both of them.  We hope to join you 
on your birthday on the 6th if we are allowed in due to the Coronavirus! 
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R etiring Offerings – our congregation are very generous and to that 
end the Kirk Session took a look at the variety of retiring offerings 

we support in a year.  So over this coming year we will be holding  
retiring offerings for the following charities: 

 Leprosy Mission – April  Motor Neurone Disease – August 

 World Vision – May  Remembrance Sunday – November 

 Christian Aid – May   FACT – December  

 As a church we also respond to any appeals from the                                  
DEC – Disaster Emergency Appeals 

C hristian Aid Week 10th to 16th May  
This edition of the Steeple Times contains your 

 Christian Aid  envelope.  

         We hope you will be able to put a donation into it 
and then return the envelope to us this year via the Church 
letterbox given the present coronavirus situation.   
East and Old Church are a very giving Church and we thank you, our 
members and friends for all you do for others who are less fortunate 

TheGuild 
In February we had a wonderful slide show on             

‘trekking in Nepal’.  Lisa Craven spoke warmly of                

the country and we felt the joy in her voice as she            

  spoke of seeing Mount Everest for the first time.    

On Wednesday 26th we visited the Guide Dog Centre and everyone 

enjoyed the visit which was made special by the enthusiasm and 

hard work of the staff who make this centre an asset in Forfar. 

On March 11th we had a joint meeting with the other two               

Guilds in Forfar and our minister Barbara Ann talked to us about                     

the project to help young unmarried mothers in Zambia.   

As of now the Guild is closed until further notice but if there are any 

changes to this we will contact the members to let them know. 
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THE EVENTS LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN CANCELLED OR 
POSTPONED DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC.                
PLEASE CHECK THE CHURCH WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK                      

TO CHECK WHETHER ANY OF THEM ARE RE-INSTATED.  

 Sunday 29th March – Stated Annual Meeting of East & Old Church  

 Saturday 4th April – Leprosy Mission Coffee Morning 

 Monday 6th April – Church family trip to Active Kids  

 Monday 6th to 10th April  - Stations of the Cross for Holy Week  

 Thursday 9th April - Maundy Thursday  with the Last Supper and 

Good Friday Services 

 Sunday 12th April – Easter Sunday 8:00am at the Lochside & 

11:00am in Church 

 Sunday 19th April – Afternoon Communion Service at 2:30pm 

 Sunday 26th April – Communion Services at 11:00am and 6:30pm 

 Wednesday 6th May – Congregation Meeting at 7:00pm 

 Sunday 10th May – 75th VE Day Commemoration Lunch after the 

service 

 Sunday 17th May – World Vision Soup and sandwich lunch  

 Wednesday 27th May – Duntocher Trinity Guild 

 Sunday 31st May -  BIG NEWS!  -  we hope to hold a special 

thanksgiving service to thank Captain Irene Duthie for all her 

work, loyalty, commitment and dedication to 2nd Forfar Boys’ 

Brigade Company as she retires from the Company at the end of 

the season.  We hope to welcome all former officers, leaders and 

boys to this service.  If you know of any former boys or leaders 

then please let them know. 
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B eetle Drive the members of Friends thought this 
would be a fun night that would not cost a lot of 

money and it certainly was but the turnout was very 
poor indeed and very disappointing.  We know some 
people do not like coming out at night but you could 
have been picked up and dropped off back at home   
with no problem at all by our willing volunteers.   
For those who were there what a fun night it was with            

a bit of cheating at the beginning – all be it they didn’t listen to the         
rules  so is ignorance cheating?  No it wasn’t but it was good making    
fun of them  on the night!  There were lots of prizes and laughter and 
thanks to Sheena Benvie for making up the A-Z competition! 
 
 

F rench Night 
Our next venture is a French Night which will be on Saturday 18th 

April at 7:00pm.  We have increased the tickets to £15 because where 
else can you get a four course French meal, entertainment, community 
singing and quizzes for that price.  There will be a lot going on during   
the evening and you will be delighted with the French sweet that will    
be served with your tea and coffee after the meal – it is so unusual       
but delicious! 
 
 

F riends annual walk is no longer!   
We have decided to stop the Friends Annual Walk at the beginning  

of August and replace it with the Friends Annual Trip which means you 

can shop or walk or shop and walk!  So the date for your diary is Saturday 

1st August and the bus will leave from the church at 11:00am and go to 

the House of Bruar.  At the House of Bruar you can enjoy a nice cuppie   

or small lunch, walk round the shops or walk up to the waterfall.           

We will leave there and head for Pitlochry for around 90 minutes or so 

and then stop at a local hotel on our way back for a High Tea.  More 

details and cost to follow in the next edition. 



 

- 24 - 

“RECYCLING” 
 We are now recycling flexible plastic 
ring carriers. (the plastic holding 
together 4 or 6 cans). There is a drawer 
in the Church for them and also a 
collection bin in the Big 
Kirk Shop 

 
  We are still collecting all brands of empty 
crisp packets which are taken to the Scottish  
Air Ambulance for recycling.  

  
  The Walking Group are made up of a  variety of 

people           of all different abilities and it does not matter if  

   you  are a quick  or a slow walker– all  are welcome.                                                                                                             

   All you need for our walks are a pair of shoes on           

   your  feet, a waterproof, a packed lunch or snack  

and a tongue in your head!  The walking group has been hit with 

weather problems, injury and  holidays so here are the next few    

dates for you to put in your diaries. 

 Saturday 11th April  Saturday 2nd May 

 Sunday 17th May – we hope to join with other church 
members for a 6km sponsored World Vision Walk  

 Saturday 13th June  Saturday 27th June 

Meet at 10:00am at the Myre Car Park and bring a packed lunch. 



 

- 25 - 

 

O ur Phase 2 renovations are quietly – or not so quietly on 

occasion – progressing largely unseen. The vestry office and 

toilet are now completed on the ground floor. Electrical works are 

ongoing in the upper rooms. The lift shaft is completed, and the lift 

installation is progressing well with commissioning to happen very 

soon. Once the lift is operational, we will have much better access to 

the upper level should anyone like to see the spaces we are working 

on there.  An extension to the ventilation system has been 

commissioned and this work will begin shortly.  
 

The property team have again been heavily involved and saved 

literally thousands of pounds in labour costs to date.  Unfortunately, 

not all elements of the work can be undertaken in-house and we   

have some significant costs committed to for the works under way, 

with external contractors. 

 The electrical works - £21,598 

 The lift - £20,058 – balance to pay – we have already paid a 

significant deposit  

 Ventilation - £8,900 

 Plumbing works and new water supply – estimate £10,000 

 Roof repairs (leaking above new reception) £9,000 

 Total commitments to spend - £69,556 
 

The remaining works after this stage will include – significant joinery 

works to build stud walls and partitions; creation of two meeting 

rooms with a moveable divider; a toilet block and fittings in the 

Session house; specialist flooring in the large activity space above    

the Social Space; multiple false ceilings in the upper level and the link 

corridor by the vestry; fitting of many doors and lastly – decoration 

throughout. 
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CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 

DEATHS 

January 21 Alex Smart < 20 >  

 25 Janice Livie <34 >  

February 3 Dennis Connelly   

 11 Margaret Anderson < 24 >  

 28 George (Burge) Craik < 6 >  

March 7 George Peters   

 8 Ruby Proctor   

 14 Allan (Humph) McDonald    

     

BLESSING   

February 2 Olivia Beth McIntosh   
  

While it sounds a lot of work it is literally the ‘last lap’ and we are          

aiming to complete the works before the end of December 2020.  

You, the congregation, members and friends of East & Old Parish 

Church have generously funded most of these works and the future 

benefit to our Church and Local community will be a legacy and 

tribute to this support. We have also been supported by local 

businesses and grants along our journey for which we are also 

tremendously grateful. 
 

You can see how things will look and also see our ‘Supporters’ 

recognition page by visiting: 

https://www.thebigkirk.co.uk/church-information/million-pound-

challenge/phase-two/ 

about:blank
about:blank
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If you have paid for your flowers in advance for any of 

the dates where the church has had to cancel the  

Sunday service due to the Coronavirus pandemic, a full 

refund will be available for you in due course unless 

you wish to opt for an alternative date later in the year.  

There are still a number of Sundays available in the  

second half of 2020 Flower Calendar which is located 

in the Reception are of the church. 

5 APR Helena Todd 10   MAY D & M Robertson 

12 “ Sheena Benvie 17   “ J & M Herron 

19 “ Jean Smith 24   “ J Gair & C J Milne 

26 “ Allison McLaren 31   “ J McEwen 

3 MAY Bob Beedie 7   JUN Elma Milne 

Please pass your donations to  Catriona Milne,                               

Irene Duthie or pop your money in an envelope and 

hand it in to Jennifer at PRIMA—Thank you 

MINISTRY OF FLOWERS 

NEXT ISSUE OF STEEPLE TIMES The deadline for submission of articles for                               
the JUNE 2020 issue is  

15th MAY 2020 Material can be given / sent to the Editor  or e-mail   ed@thebigkirk.co.uk 



 Session Clerk Lexi Smart 01307 464330 

 Depute Session Clerk    

 Church Secretary Karen Kelly 01307 465043 

 Treasurer 

 Gift Aid Convener 
Paula Stewart 07715596465 

 FWO Treasurer Jean Alexander 01307 463860 

 Editor of Steeple Times  

 Flower Group Admin 
Catriona Milne 07962065936 

 Organist & Choirmaster Bruce Simpson 01307 468179 

 Church Officer Vanessa Ferrie  01307 461111 

 Groovy Gryphons                      
 & Echo Teens 

Joyce Archibald 01307 469519 

 Guild Contact  Lauraine Grant 01307 468724  

       Life and Work Esther Kidd 01307 462701 

 Big Kirk Shop Organiser Muriel Fairley 01307 463936 

 Prayer  Group Mary Pickstone 01307 466569 

 2nd Forfar Company                         
 of  The Boy’s Brigade 

Irene Duthie 01307 465895 

 Friends of Forfar                    
 East & Old 

Barbara Ann Sweetin 01307 464935 

 Safeguarding                            
 Coordinator  

Isabel Farquharson 01307 462053 

 Minibus Hire William Sweetin 01307 248228 


